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As a part of the CSA initiative, the village exposure trip was organized for the first year EMS 

students. It was much awaited event for which the students were very excited. It is quiet common 

to hear people say “India lives in Her villages” and it is equally surprising to know why. Life as 

we know it today came out of a village and its sustenance is important. Being aware of its vitality 

,yet completely unaware of how ,what ,where and why things work there,the trip was widely 

regarded to hold much of this unforeseen knowledge.The village we knew was an animation of 

books, novels and comics we had read and we were more than excited to go explore into it. 

The trip started on the morning of 16th August. As we all assembled ,excited and eager to get to 

our destination we were quiet unaware of what we were heading into. After stopping for a quick 

breakfast we arrived at the village Yelchamanahalli, Hoskote. We were taken to a room where we 

met the several CSA volunteers, students and the other villagers. After a simple yet filling lunch 

we set out to play games .The games were fun and helped break ice amongst us. We head out to a 

neighbouring village to visit farmers,do house-visits ,go to schools however rain put a damper to 

all of it. As we all returned back to the village it continued to pour we met some women of the 

bank and spend the rest of our time with our friends. After dinner we pulled on our nightcaps and 

took a break from the eventful day. The next day we set out of for morning walks and explored the 

village and its serenity. We visited several houses ,talked tot the residents about education, women 

empowerment, water crisis etc. We also met farmers and talked about their crops, essentially 

millets, the cropping patterns and their produce. Some of us lent a hand in manual work, called 

“Shramadan”, to help the village. Later we, went to the school and met the children and their 

teacher. As the students performed songs and dances, interacted with us through quizzes and 

games. 
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It took us down memory lane and their faces radiated joy and gratitude. We were also fortunate to 

meet the women of the Mahila Samiti and learned about their rules, services, organization and 

activities. It was great to see the level of management and organization these small bodies 

possessed. After a final lunch we departed for home with a tinge of disappointment, but with 

immense gratitude and learning. 
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The village Exposure trip was something that was ventured out on to get a light glimpse into the 

life alternative to ours. We grew to learn that although the places, surroundings and comforts are 

of drastic difference the most evident one is the difference in will and gratitude. Things that are a 

common essential here turn out to be a luxury in the village. Everything from the earth to air and 

water is looked upon with respect and love. There is a lot to learn from our roots even though we 

branch out into the cities and are educated; it only will be of any use if we can help others and 

learn the magnitude of help, we have received in our journeys here. 

The learnings that were taken away from this are not something our books can teach and yet are 

more useful. As we saw CSA’s work and the love and appreciation they received from the 

villagers, we felt a sense of duty and responsibility to lend our hands and continue to help them in 

every aspect we could. It was a once in a life time experience and we are grateful for it as it showed 

us avenues we didn’t realise shared space with us. 


